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Figure 1: Edgewater “Cleveland” sign by Joe Boyle Photography 

Introduction
[image: ]	A seemingly simple idea of greenspace being intertwined in cities, in fact is very complex and strategically planned to bring the community together. “According to Frederick Law Olmsted, Sr., parks were places where nature and the built environment met in harmony, where all classes of society could interact peacefully, and where environmental services like drainage, water ﬁltration and ﬂood control occurred naturally” (Daniels, 2009, p.181).  Olmsted was crucial in the implementation of these park systems, which can be seen in the very area we reside in. Ohio is quite a unique state from its diverse geological regions to its very own National Park System located in Cuyahoga County. Its diverse parks with their variety of uses bring much to the surrounding communities. Figure 2: Fishing at Edgewater Park. Courtesy of Cleveland Public Library 

Five Northeastern Ohio Parks
Bow Wow Beach
This special-use park located in Summit County encompasses 7.5 acres with a large lake where dogs are free to swim from dusk to dawn. It is not monitored by any workers during its operation hours, but it is maintained by the Stow City Parks and Recreation Department (City of Stow, 2017). Since opening in 2007, many visitors, including myself, have enjoyed Bow Wow Beach’s numerous features such as the dog washing station which has saved the interior of my car from permanent paw prints. As I have four dogs, I have gone to several dog parks, but none [image: Image result for bow wow beach]of which have lived up to the quality of Bow Wow Beach. From the memorable sandy beach to the secluded areas accommodating to smaller sized dogs, and I have found the dog park gem of Stow. 
Figure 3: Bow Wow Lake by Northeast Ohio Family Fun



Brecksville Reservation
The Brecksville Reservation is, “the largest of the 18 Cleveland Metroparks reservations” (Cleveland Metroparks, 2017). The large urban park is 3,026 acres with seven impeccable gorges created by the glaciers, 20 miles of horse trails, diverse hiking trails, picnic areas and much more. [image: Brecksville Reservation Chippewa Creek]For a few years of my life, I lived on a small road, Chippewa Trail, in the center of Brecksville. During the years I resided there, my father and I would frequently visit a small waterfall under the bridge on the main road connecting with my street. After a few adventures to the falls, I had finally built up the courage in my young self to finally join my father in jumping off the cliff into the light blue water below. From all those years, I had built up a magnitude of memories in a place that I had no knowledge of being a park. With the endless programs, activities and amenities the Brecksville Reservation has to offer, this is the not-so hidden gem of Brecksville. Figure 4: Chippewa Creek by Cleveland Metroparks 

Edgewater Park
[image: Image may contain: 1 person, sitting, outdoor and water]	On the shores of Lake Erie near Downtown Cleveland lies a beautiful large urban park with 9,000 feet of shoreline and 240 acres full of family oriented fun. “Edgewater Park is the westernmost park in Cleveland Metroparks Lakefront Reservation” (Cleveland Metroparks, 2017). With all this land there is much to do from playing volleyball on the sand courts, walking on the pier gazing at the sunset, making a family dinner at the picnic areas to bringing your dog to the designated dog swimming area.  A large Mariana and Yacht Club are in the park as well, which is also where my father’s 38’ Dufour sailboat is docked. Although these are not free to the public, there are free boat ramps open for use. These features and activates further bring the community together and create an amazing atmosphere to be in. There is a wonderful energy that comes when visiting the gem of Cleveland, the abundance of activities and the friendly community makes this a great get-a-way from the hectic energy of city life. Figure 5: Family sailboat by MaKenna Daus

South Chagrin Falls Reservation 
	Stretching along the Chagrin River is the South Chagrin Falls Reservation, a large urban park, where I grew up. Next to my township of Bainbridge is Bentleyville, where a section of the reservation is located. With living so close, I have frequently visited the section known as, Quarry Rock with beautiful waterfalls and many swimming areas where the community loves to bring inflatables and ride them down the shallow part of the river. I bring my best friend, Foster, a gorgeous Rottweiler mix to Quarry Rock where I let him off leash to release all his energy built up from being inside all day. This has become a little tradition for him and I during the warm season. As I pull up to the picnic area Foster begins to wag his tail in readiness to run to the water. I bring him down the narrow trail to the rocks below where there is a small section of deep water, so he can swim. When we reach the section of broken down, sand like rocks, I command him to, “sit.” Once, he has listened, I release his leash from his bright red collar and tell him, “okay.” He zooms off into the water and we spend a few hours throwing his frisbee and exploring the river. As he becomes tried, I dry him off, put him in my car and we go to the [image: ]local ice cream shop, Dairy Island, where he is well known by the employees. After the long adventure, he enjoys a vanilla ice cream topped with a crunchy dog treat. Having the large urban park so close to my house makes living in a very small town much more exciting. Every time I go to walk the trails, visit the famous Henry Church sculpture or go horseback riding, I discover something new in the gem of my hometown. Figure 16: Park Map. Courtesy of Cleveland Public Library




Sunny Lake
Nestled in the greenery of Aurora is a large urban park filled with endless activities appealing to all in the community. I found the Aurora gem with my lifelong friend, Chelsea, [image: Image may contain: outdoor]when we had both purchased our first longboards on impulse. As we drove on multiple dirt roads we found ourselves on Mennonite Road, as we drove along we saw ahead three large baseball diamonds on one side and a large (68acre) lake on the other. As we pulled into a parking space more amenities appeared: a beach volleyball court, six pavilions spread across the land, a small playground and best of all 1 ¾ mile of a beautifully paved concrete trail (City of Aurora, 2017). Making this discovery, we quickly exited the car, popped the trunk, grabbed our boards and off we went. Sunny Lake has much to offer with its variety of sport activities as well as some more relaxing options like fishing off the small dock. With these features there is many ways for the community to bond and grow as one. Figure 7: Park sign by MaKenna Daus

Conclusion 
	As I have analyzed and researched these five local parks, I have noticed a major theme, community building. In each of these parks, there is something special to each of them whether it is their large size, special use or its unique location, they all have the same purpose, to bring the surrounding community together. No matter where I moved to in this state, which I have moved fourteen times, I was no more than a few miles from some type of park. Being able to grow up with that luxury has made not only myself and family, but our community more friendly and healthy overall. Having close access to miles of trails, baseball fields, playgrounds etc. has gotten us all off the couch and into the beauty of the community we reside in. There are many gems in our community strategically placed for us to find and enjoy with our family and others. 
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